
 

 

May 8, 2020 

 

 

 

Dr. Robert R. Redfield, MD 

Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

4770 Buford Highway, NE 

Atlanta, GA, 30341-3717 

 

 

Dear Dr. Redfield: 

 

Last month, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention published an important report 

indicating that, as of April 9, at least 9,292 health care personnel were infected with the novel 

coronavirus, and 27 died. Because health care personnel are crucial to responding to the 

pandemic and also at high risk of exposure to the coronavirus in the course of their work, we are 

writing to ask you to regularly issue public reports with updated data on illness and deaths of 

health care personnel due to COVID-19 or related complications. 

 

Also, it is our understanding that CDC is revising the case report form for COVID-19 to obtain 

data on occupational exposure and occupation status and that the new form will be implemented 

later this month. We are encouraged by this development, and we respectfully suggest that the 

new set of questions explicitly ask whether the patient had contact with a confirmed COVID-19 

case at work. Once this new data is collected, we request that CDC initiate regular public 

reporting, no less frequently than monthly, on infections and deaths of all essential workers 

related to COVID-19 or related complications.  

 

Reporting this information for all essential workers—disaggregated by occupation—is in the 

public interest because it would help policymakers, employers, and workers to better monitor the 

impact of efforts to mitigate infections and protect essential workers from the coronavirus. As 

Americans, we all owe a tremendous debt to essential workers who risk their health to deliver 

critical goods and services that make life possible during this pandemic. We should make every 

effort to collect and report data on their health and well-being and utilize that data to inform 

COVID-19 mitigation and prevention strategies for essential workers. 

 

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this matter. We look forward to hearing from 

you as soon as possible about this request. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

_______________________        

Jackie Speier    

Member of Congress        

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6915e6.htm?s_cid=mm6915e6_w
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Andre Carson 

Member of Congress 

 

Yvette D. Clarke 

Member of Congress 

 

Steve Cohen  

Member of Congress 

 

Ted Deutch 

Member of Congress 

 

Jesús G. “Chuy” García 

Member of Congress 

 

Raúl M. Grijalva  

Member of Congress 

 

Jahana Hayes 

Member of Congress 

 

Sheila Jackson Lee 

Member of Congress 

 

Pramila Jayapal  

Member of Congress 

 

Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr 

Member of Congress 

 

Marcy Kaptur 

Member of Congress 

 

John B. Larson  

Member of Congress 

 

James P. McGovern  

Member of Congress 



 

Grace Meng  

Member of Congress 

 

Eleanor Holmes Norton 

Member of Congress 

 

Ilhan Omar  

Member of Congress 

 

Sean Patrick Maloney  

Member of Congress 

 

Donald M. Payne, Jr.  

Member of Congress 

 

Ayanna Pressley 

Member of Congress 

 

Jamie Raskin 

Member of Congress 

 

Lucille Roybal-Allard  

Member of Congress 

 

Linda T. Sánchez 

Member of Congress 

 

Albio Sires  

Member of Congress 

 

Dina Titus  

Member of Congress 

 

Juan Vargas  

Member of Congress 

 

John Yarmuth 

Member of Congress 

 

Steven Horsford  

Member of Congress  


